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Building our annex completed 
Phase I of our development plans. 
We're now moving forward with Phase 
II—renovating our existing shelter. 
This project will include expanding the 
old kitchen and updating appliances, 
remodeling the bathrooms, replacing 
windows and freshening up the paint 
and furnishings throughout the house. 
A new comprehensive security system 
also will be installed.

New Shelter Annex Opens
i

Overcrowding was a serious problem 
at our Hospitality House Emer-
gency Shelter for many years. 

There were times we provided sanctuary 
to 28 women and children in a house 
originally built for a family of five. 

But relief is here. We opened a new 
shelter annex in June creating more 
bedrooms and living space for victims of 
violence. The annex will alleviate over-
crowding and give families more quiet 
time and privacy throughout their stay.

Construction of the new annex 
started in December 2006. The building 
project was funded by major gifts to 
our capital campaign last year. To date 
we've raise $1.1 million toward our $2 
million goal. (See donor list page 2)

Capital Campaign chairman Walter 
Harf speaks at the dedication cer-

emony for SafeNet's new emergency 
shelter annex. Seated are SafeNet 

CEO Linda King (l) and board presi-
dent Shirley Williams.

Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence

Get Your Ticket Today
Call SafeNet at 455-1774  
You don't want to miss SafeNet's Sizzlin' Summer 
Celebration, Sunday, August 26. There'll be food, 
beer, games and music by Canadian folk band 
Tanglefoot. The group is known for its powerful 
live performances and outstanding vocal harmo-
nies. The band will perform songs from its new 
album "Dance Like Flames." 

The celebration will start at 3 p.m. at St. 
Nick's Grove. Your $15 dollar ticket includes the 
picnic and music, plus it registers you to win a 
big screen HDTV or new gas grill.

A Poker Run road rally for motorcycles and 
classic cars will head out from St. Nick's Grove at 
9 a.m. 

Event sponsors are Classy 100, Erie Brewing 
Company, WalMart, Wegemans and WJET. Pro-
ceeds will benefit victims of domestic violence. 
We need your help. Hope to see you there!

 
  

 SIZZLIN' SUMMER CELEBRATION
Sunday, August 26 
Music by Tanglefoot



A wonderful opportunity presented itself 
this year to three young boys from our 
programs whose lives have been affected 
by homelessness and domestic violence.

The three boys, 8 to 11 years old, got 
to take part in the Erie Bar Association's 
Kids Konnection. This mentoring program 
helps students from local shelters build 
self-esteem and have a variety of posi-
tive life experiences. It pairs each stu-
dent with an attorney who, along with 
other paired attorneys and students, 
participate in a variety of well-structured 
events over a four month period.

A few of the events that left big 
smiles on the faces of the kids from 
SafeNet were trips to the Tom Ridge En-
vironmental Center, Claytopia, Chuckie 
Cheese and Niagara Falls.

SafeNet Children's Advocate Trista 

Attorneys & Kids Together

A series of informative and fun kitchen classes for kids and 
moms in Safenet programs was recently led by members of 

the Junior League of Erie. The classes had families cooking to-
gether while learning the importance of healthy eating, making 
good food choices, and getting regular exercise. The sessions 
were developed by the Junior League as part of its focus this 
year on children's health. The sessions were a great success and 
will be presented again this fall.  

We're very grateful for the many things the Junior League 
has done for SafeNet this year. Its level of volunteerism, follow-
through, and support is remarkable and so much appreciated.

Friends From
Community

Give Help
And 

Hope 

Patrick Jarvis, Manager of Corporate 
Communications at GE Transportation, 
presents a large check to SafeNet's 
Linda King (l) and Shirley Williams. 
The check matched the amount donated by the GE 
Employees' Fund, bringing GE's total contribution to 
$50K. Thank you!

Junior League & 
Children's Health

Send Your Gift Today.

Use the enve-

lope enclosed 

to send your 

gift today.

Thank You

Help Make
Our Shelter  

A BETTER PLACE
In our kitchen there's one 

old white stove to cook three 

meals a day for up to 

28 women and children.

In our dining room families 

must eat in shifts because 

there's not enough chairs for 

everybody to sit down.

Please help us renovate our 

Hospitality House 

Emergency Shelter.  

  

Domestic Violence In 
Same Sex Relationships

Intimate partner violence is often misunderstood. It can happen 
to anyone, regardless of gender or sexual orientation. In fact, 
domestic violence occurs at the same rate in homosexual as 

heterosexual relationships, approximately 1 in 4. 
Nationally, lesbians and gay men who are abused often have 

more difficulty finding appropriate support than heterosexual 
women do. Moreover, using services such as the legal system or 
battered women’s shelters is tantamount to “coming out” and 
can be a major life decision.

A lot of physical abuse goes unreported in heterosexual 
relationships, but even more so in homosexual relationships. 
Because society mostly views domestic violence as something 
occurring between a man and woman, many gay people have 
difficulty seeing themselves as victims. As a result, they may stay 
in dangerous or life-threatening situations because they're not 
able to label their experience as domestic violence.

Let SafeNet go on the record here to say emotional, verbal, 
psychological or physical abuse in an interpersonal relationship 
used by one person to gain power and control over another is 
domestic violence—whether it's between two men, two women 
or a man and woman. 

SafeNet provides confidential help to victims of domestic 
violence from same sex relationships. We offer assistance in 
safety planning and have the kind of information needed for 
someone to make an informed decision. No two domestic violence 
situations are the same. We help each victim find the best personal 
course of action to safely resolve the abusive situation.  

Lesbians and gay men experiencing abuse in a relationship or who 
want more information about domestic violence please call our 24-
hour helpline at 454-8161. We are always here for you.
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Davis says, "This is one of the most 
wonderful and rewarding programs we 
have been involved in. It meant so 
much to the children. Their moms are 
so grateful too that the attorneys took 
time to help their kids during such a 
hard time in their lives."

One mom hearing about the Niaga-
ra Falls trip asked her son with a wink, 
"Can I do that with you. I'd love to go 
to Niagara Falls." Her son was quick to 
reply, "No Mom, I'm going with my at-
torney."

Our heartfelt thanks go out to the 
Erie Bar Association and attorneys 
Stormy Deacon, Lori Miller and Laura 
Nelson who were great role models, 
teachers and friends that made a lasting 
impression in the lives of three young 
boys. 
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Welcome New Employee
Michelle Swarm has joined SafeNet as a Counselor/Advocate. 

She earned her BS in 
Education/Math at 
Slippery Rock University 
and previously worked for 
Family Services of Erie and 
Safe Horizons. In her new 
post, Michelle will listen, 
counsel, educate and 
provide options to victims 
of domestic violence.

Volunteers Needed For Picnic
We're looking for lots of good helpers to lend a hand at our 
Sizzlin' Summer Celebration coming up August 26. If you 
can volunteer some time, we sure could use the help. This will 
be an exciting event to be part of with food, music, antique 
cars, and more. Sign up today by calling Kathy Clinger-Smith 
or Rick Liebel at SafeNet Center 455-1774. Thank You!

Save The Date
The second annual Her Times 
Women's 5K Run/Walk, which 
benefits SafeNet, will take 
place Saturday, October 13, at 
Presque Isle State Park. Erie's 
Her Times magazine and the 
Erie Runners Club co-sponsor 
the event. Get your sign-up 
sheet at HerTimes.com or call 
870-1821 to have one mailed to 
you.
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Murder In Our Backyard

The 2006 Domestic Violence Fatality Report is now 
available from the Pennsylvania Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence. The report shows just how deadly 

domestic violence can be and how brutal it can get right 
here in Pennsylvania. 

Last year 127 deaths occurred across the state as the 
result of domestic violence. This includes the 27-year-old 
pregnant woman from Millcreek who was strangled by her 
25-year-old coworker, the father of her child. According 
to the new Fatality Report, the woman went to the conve-
nience store where they both worked to talk to the perpe-
trator, who was denying paternity. She was just days away 
from her due date yet he strangled her behind a dumpster 
in the parking lot. He then called a friend and the two men 
buried the body in a muddy grave off a dirt road. The per-
petrator was charged with two counts of homicide.

Reflecting on the the sheer number of deaths related 
to domestic violence, the report goes on to say, "There is 
a feeling of almost unbearable sadness as, year after year, 
we count up the toll of unfinished lives. It is all the more 
crushing to realize that domestic violence homicides often 
are preventable. But in order to prevent these fatalities, 
we first need a clear understanding of what's going on and 
what can be done differently in our systems, our services, 
our awareness of and responses to domestic violence."

As a result, PCADV is pursuing passage of Domestic 
Violence Fatality Review legislation to bring together com-
munity leaders and agencies to examine the circumstances 
surrounding domestic violence-related homicides and sui-
cides in our Commonwealth. The proposed legislation will 
help identify gaps in the system, missed opportunities and 
barriers to safety with a goal of reducing the number of 
deaths caused by domestic violence.


